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ordered to send forward all available troops from the
advanced base at Chauny to Villers Cotterets to reinforce
the attacking wing of the First Army. Referring again
to the Army Orders of the 6th September, issued at
10 p.m. and at 10.30 p.m. from Rebais, the IX. Corps
had to move all its transport and Train on to the Nogent-
FArtaud-Chateau Thierry road north of the Maine,
and beyond again towards Rocourt St. Martin on the
road to Soissons; the III. Corps was to move its transport
and Train on to the Charly-Lizy-Clignon road. The
zone of march of the III. and IX. Corps hurrying north-
wards was to be absolutely cleared. At 7 a.m. on the
7th September First Army Headquarters moved from
Charly-sur-Marne to Vendrest, near the II., IV,, and
IV. Reserve Corps, which were fighting west of the lower
Ourcq.

In the second Operation Order issued on the evening
of the 6th the II. Corps was directed to move all its
transport and train on to the Coulommiers-Chezy-en-
Orxois-Noroy road and to cross to the north of the
Coulombs-Crouy road by 1 a,m. that night. The
country in the rear of the Army was thus clear.

About midday on the 7th September the cofps on the
Ourcq came into action under the general command
of General von Linsingen, commanding the II. Corps,
as follows: the northern group, consisting of the 7th
Infantry Division and the 4th and 18th Infantry
Brigades, under General Sirb von Armin, commanding
the IV. Corps, on the line Antilly-Acy-en-Multien;
the centre group, consisting of 8th Infantry Division
(less the 16th Infantry Brigade) and the 7th Reserve
Division, under General von Gronau, commanding the
IV. Reserve Corps, on the line Vincy-Manceuvre,
immediately north-west of Trocy; the southern group,